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Vision – The Publication 

Since MFTC’s inception in 2005 we’ve met inspiring, interesting, uplifting and high spirited people who are truly 
making a difference to their world and to others.  These people include individuals from a variety of fields, including 
the two areas that form the pillars of sustainability for Music for the Children Foundation: The Caregivers and the 
Musicians/Entertainers.  The concept first came to me at the Parlotones show this past weekend when I realised 
that some of the bands parents and elders were attending their show as well.  Two complete opposite parties in so 
many ways. I quietly observed how these world class entertainers interact with their elders before, during and after 
the show.  It was admirable. The respect and love within their family circle was palpable, and then the idea came to 
me. 

Why not compile the stories of inspiration and love that made the Caregivers do what they’re doing, and the 
Musicians live their dreams?  There are people behind these personalities who have inspired them to give back to 
their community in so many ways, and organisations like MFTC is built on these pillars.  Not only are the 
Caregivers and Musicians personalities of inspiration themselves, but I’d also like to write about their inspiration 
‘behind the scenes’.  Once this concept was clear in my mind of compiling a publication of the people MFTC has 
dealt with in the past, and the future relationships we are bound to encounter, it seemed more feasible and doable.  

The Title – “Mama Music” 

Last year MFTC assisted Chance Children’s Home with planning the open day for their newly acquired property.  
At this event during all the chaotic organisation I was pulled aside by one of the children housed at the home, after 
the lunch was served and the music started and he just plainly said: “Thank you for today Mama Music”.  The little 
boy has since passed, but his words echo loudly in my ears each day, and I am constantly reminded that the title of 
“Mama Music” doesn’t belong to me at all, it belongs to the two pillars that make this Foundation great -  The 
Mama’s or caregivers, and the Music or the entertainers.  The title is simple, effective, authentic, African and 
everlasting.  

Compiling and editing the stories 

In my pre-cancer life I was introduced to a wonderful person, Rodney Bastion, who is an inspiration himself if you 
get to know how he has built his business over many years to be the success it is today, and the sacrifices he 
made to get there.  I have spoken to him on a previous occasion about compiling a publication of a different kind, 
soon after I was in full remission last year, and he was quite excited about the project.  He has the resources iro 
editors, proof readers, researchers etc. to assist in this type of project.  A project like this is ultimately about people 
believing in the outcome and the strength of the relationships that can make it happen.  I believe Rodney has both. 

The Compilation of stories 

The stories will be from the two spheres as mentioned above – Mama’s and Music – however it doesn’t necessarily 
have to exclude other stories of inspiration.  Using pre-set questions to guide the storytellers and a approach 
between interview-style and open conversation, we’ll extract the stories.  We’ll type it up, edit proof read and send 
it to the storyteller for approval before including it in the publication. 

The storytellers 

If I think of the people that we’ve come across that will fit this profile, there are countless personalities.  From the 
Founders to the sponsors, to the caregivers and of course the musicians.  If you have anyone particular in mind, let 
me know.  I will compile a list of people once the concept is approved by the Board. 

The Printing, Design & Distribution 

Although I personally prefer to read a physical book and not a virtual or e-book, I am open to discussion on how to 
manage these three aspects of the publication. 

Marketing and Income 

The aim is that all aspects of the publication costs from start to finish, be sponsored. The marketing exposure 
within the publication, during the launch and the sale thereafter are endless.  All proceeds of the sale of the book 
will go towards MFTC – linked to a literacy programme. 


